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To the Father's sons and daughters:

THE FATHER'S SOUL is such an alluring title as to raise
thrilling expectations, which could end in disappointment,
however.

To avoid it, we specify that this work is not concerned with the
Father's psychology, which deserves a research from
professionals. We hope that one day some of our brethren will
undertake it gladly. Being the psychological aim beyond my
intentions, and | am not qualified for such a work, | have confined
myself within the bounds of a humble collector of documents,
which will enable the experts to weave the story.

Therefore, | beg the readers to emphasize the sub-title:
Witnesses, because | aim at making the people know how the
persons who lived, or knew the Father, have judged him. After the
Father's death, the superiors gathered the evidence from those
who had spontaneously written concerning him, or were invited
to do so. Such reports deserve our trust even though they are not
sworn upon.



| myself bear witness to some episodes, while other events
have been related to me by reliable persons.

Logically, 1 could not neglect the evidence that the Father
himself has prompted to us through his own writings, which like a
mirror reflect his soul.

Because Father Vitale has employed some of the documents in
Father Mary Hannibal Di Francia - his Life and Works, my
project is not entirely original. Still, with the blessing of the o
Bambinella Mary,)) we hope it will help the communities by
kindling in our hearts the wish to imitate our Father, becoming
sons and daughters worthy of him.

Father Tusino R.C.J.

The Father's writings are quoted according to the number of
the volumes of the first collection, which have been submitted
to the Sacred Congregation. The second collection is quoted
by the abbreviation S.C.
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1. Becoming always a convert

Usually, we combine the idea of conversion with the idea of a previous
sinful life from which people recede. For instance, when we talk of conversion,
the image of Mary Magdalene from whom the Lord had cast out seven devils
(MK. 16,9), as well as the image of Augustine who surrendered to the grace after
30 years of corruption cross our mind immediately.

By itself, however, conversion does not imply moral corruption. For
instance, Saint Paul was obstinate because of his extreme enthusiasm for the
traditions of his ancestors (Gal. 1, 14). Saint Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrow
converted from worldliness, in which he lived indulgently without jeopardizing
his Christian duties; Saint Louis Gonzaga called the year he spent in Florence «
year of his conversion, » because Our Lady increased his fervor in that time, and
yet he lived his youth innocently and angelically. Saint Theresa of the child Jesus
received the grace of conversion on Christmas night 1886, when Jesus « changed
her heart, » giving her the « spiritual courage she had lost at the age of four and
half. Such gift she retained ever since » (Autobiographical manuscripts, page
122). People's fancy could freely play on « this spiritual courage, » but history
tells us that detachment from the Christmas gifts was the point!

Because conversion starts a dynamic process, a growth, a continuous
increase in the spiritual life, people look at it from its goal and from its aim. Let
us call to mind Saint Paul's saying: « You must run ...meaning to wino (1 Cor. 9,
24). He says of himself. « That is how I run, intent on winning; that is how I
fight, not beating the air,...because | should not want to be disqualified » (Ibid.
vV. 26-27).

Surrendering oneself to God and to his grace; persisting on achieving
spiritual growth for holiness; continuously renewing the resolve to become holy,
that is what conversion is all about.
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Ascetics distinguish the first conversion from the second one. In the former, a
person settles in the grace of God; in the latter, he commits himself to perfection,
according to the gospel. We quote the following episode: « So he called a little
child to him and set the child in front of them. Then he said solemnly, " Unless
you change and become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven " » (Mat. 18, 2-3). « Here, Jesus is speaking to the apostles who are
sharing in his ministry, who will receive Communion at the Last Supper, and
three of them have been with him on Tabor. They are in the state of grace, and
yet he speaks to them of the necessity to convert in order to enter the kingdom, i.
e., the divine intimacy » (GARRIGOU-LAGRANGE, The Three Ages of the
Spiritual Life, book 3, ch. 2). To be specific, the scholars define the second
conversion as the state of a person who transfers from the purgative life to the
illuminative one.

The second conversion which the Father invokes continuously with tears has
an ampler meaning; it engages all of his life and strength. Conversion for him is
« hunger and thirst for what is right >> (Mat. 5, 6), which we cannot satisfy in
full on earth! He writes:

The persons committed to the divine service are like those who are going to
some destination. The more they think of the short way they have covered and of
the long way to be traversed, the more they hasten toward their goal. The same
happens to those who are in the mystical way of the virtue. If we think of having
covered a long way, because we have taken some steps in this regal path, and if
we think of being on top of the virtue when we are at its foot, we run the risk of
loosing our fervor and our zeal, slowing down. Meanwhile death comes and
breaks our journey at the beginning of our way! Therefore, the consideration of
how little we have done and of the great deal to be done helps us always to
perform better things. It is useless to say that seeing things in such a way
degrades the soul; this is true for those who are seeking themselves, not for those
who are seeking God. God wants our resolve: « Once the hand is laid on the
plough, no one who looks back is fit for the kingdom of God >> (Lk. 9, 62).
David said, « Today | start! » (Ps. 76, 11) (1) (Vol. 22, page 72).

When the Father was a boy, he was drawn to commit himself to piety,
nourishing a special devotion to Jesus in the Sacrament and to the most holy
Virgin. Even though he had not yet received divine enlightenment on his
vocation, he felt himself drawn to a great union with God. Ever since he retired
from attending the theater where Maieroni recited, and gave up bird hunting, a
diversion he used to do now and then with his relatives in the
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near country. He went more often to the churches, especially the ones having the
Blessed Sacrament exposed, and in the time when Jesus was alone. Those were
the best hours when he even gave vocal free play to his soul. This is his
conversion. Ever since he strove continuously and untiringly to grow in holiness.

| relate the episode Canon Barsanofio Chieti told us. While walking together
with the venerable Bishop Di Tommaso along the avenue of Oria station, they
saw the Father coming with difficulty - he was in the last years of his life.
Pointing to the Father, the bishop said to Canon Barsanofio, « That man wants to
become holy at any cost!>> He was referring to the Father's strength and
perseverance in pursuing holiness.

The Father, however, was unaware. He rather thought of having buried the
divine gift, of having disregarded the plans of God, of being tardy in the path of
his life. Like a lazy worker, he saw himself as letting the weed and the thorns
suffocate the good seed that the Lord had abundantly sown in his soul. Not to be
deceived by him when he calls himself « a wretch, a monster of iniquity, the
most unjust man, » and the like, we must always bear in our mind that this was
the habitual state of his spirit, which is common to all the Servants of God.

When the saints speak of themselves, they are severe judges. Listen to Saint
Bernard: « How many useless, false, and unbecoming things | have vomited from
my loathsome mouth! » (Lectures on Our lady's feasts, Pauline Editions, page
155). The humble saint calls his famous lectures on the topic Missus est useless,
false, and loathsome. And yet, these lectures are among the most beautiful pages
that the holy Fathers ever wrote in honor of the most holy Mother!

The Father insisted by words and by writing, « Do not forget to pray to the
Lord and to the most holy Virgin for my true conversion >> (Vol. 35, page 1). «
Pray for my conversion. >> The people who marveled at his request, were told
again, « All of us need conversion until the last moment of our life... Though we
may have achieved a high degree of virtue, still it costs exertion and
renunciation... The Lord tests our faithfulness in the battle, whence the merit
springs. » Writing to Father Callisto Bonicelli in August 1906, he wishes that the
Monfort be canonized, and adds, « But he must work some miracles, and the
miracle of my conversion will be a resounding one which would exempt him
from any other! » (S.C. Vol. 7, page 145).
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2. The prayers for the conversion

Unless the grace of God helps us, we can do nothing. OuR Lord states
explicitly, « Cut off from me, you can do nothing » (John 15,5); and Saint Paul
writes, « No one can say, " Jesus is Lord " unless he is under the influence of the
Holy Spirit >> (1 Cor. 12, 3). Still less can we think of the conversion as a work
of ours: « It is God, for his loving purpose, who put both the will and the action
into you » (Phil. 2, 13). For this reason the prophet implored from the Lord,«
Bring me back, let me come back » (Jer. 31, 18).

The Father held the conversion as the outcome of the prayer. Through many
prayers, therefore, he meant to force heaven to grant it to him. We quote some
gleanings from his various, long prayers, picking up some periods particularly
Interesting. He resorts to the Lord, the Madonna, the angels, and his dear patron
saints with such an impetus, fervor, and fire that he sometimes seems to mobilize
all of paradise.

On February 2, 1887, he begins the offering of 33 masses asking for. 1. The
grace that the divine majesty likes most in order to better achieve sanctification.
2. The true, sincere, fervid, constant conversion of himself to the supreme
goodness, Jesus. 3. The gift of making his frequent, clear, detailed confession
with compunction, humility, sorrow, and resolve. 4. The divine forgiveness for
not having answered the new call quickly because of laziness. 5. The effective
grace to perfectly answer the new call (\VVol. 4, page 13).

He appeals to the Heart of Jesus, « Do not let me be separated from you. O
my Jesus, | want only you. May | die to creatures, and creatures to me. May |
truly say, " | only glory in the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the
world is crucified to me, and | to the world " » (Book 6, page 9).

To the child Jesus:

My dear Jesus, please convert all of myself to you. | want to belong to you,
knowing and loving you so much in this life, both because you deserve it and
because | want to know and love you so much in heaven. I mourn over my
enormous sins, and desire to atone for your love | outraged and betrayed! | want
to detach myself from any creature, to destroy my worst nature, and to unite
myself to you by love. May the great miracle of your eternal charity come true; i.
e., the guilty soul of
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this most wretched among all human beings and the perfect soul of the holy of
the holies may be one... But | am not satisfied by loving you superficially. | want
to love you with a particular, burning, devouring love stronger than death, in
order to penetrate and to burn the senses of my spirit, the fibers of my heart, and
the marrow of my soul. May this love be the spirit of my life. May it consume,
regenerate, and transform me into you. My Jesus, | want to love you so strongly
and fervently, with the charity of your loving heart that no one, except your most
holy Mother and the glorious Saint Joseph, may say that he loves you more than
me!... Give me your love with unlimited generosity. King of eternal origin, let
me enter your winery and elate me with charity! Make me strong enough to
destroy myself in order to face suffering, mockery, and any opposition with love.
Please do yourself for me what | don't know how, cannot, and don't want to do...
My Jesus, convert all of myself to you: gather my thoughts in your presence, for
they are spread like water running through the streets! Fix my mind in you, for it
withers day by day. Heavenly Doctors, place my ulcerated heart in your hands
and cure it quickly with the salutary balm of your grace, as you did with leprous
men... O God, create a pure heart, and renew an upright spirit in me: a humble,
meek, docile, simple, contrite, ardent, strong heart; sensitive to the gentlest
motions of your grace; compassionate for your sorrows; insensible to any
uncharitable affection; and sharing in the feelings, the sorrows, and the secrets of
your loving heart! My child, hear the inexpressible wail of my spirit; hear me,
hear me, hear me. Amen. Amen. Amen.

He insists on begging the grace from the child Jesus through the intercession
of the vast paradise:

| beg you to grant me this grace for your sake, for the sake of the Virgin
Mary, your Mother and mine; for the sake of the glorious Saint Joseph; for the
sake of Magdalene, John the Baptizer, Peter, Paul, Francis of Assisi, Teresa,
Peter of Alcantara, the Capuchin Veronica, and Saint Alphonsus M. Liguori. My
Jesus, saint of the saints, angel of the great council; for the sake of the holy
martyrs, the holy confessors, the holy virgins, all saints, and all angels, hear me,
hear me, hear me. Amen. Amen. Amen !!! (Ibid. page 136).

How tenderly he resorts to the Madonna!

O Immaculate Heart of Mary, convert me to the most holy Heart of Jesus !...
Immaculate Heart of Mary, deliver me to Jesus, who made me his prey and
minister; deliver this lost sheep to the Good Shepherd; deliver this prodigal son
to the loving Father! I return worn-out, wounded
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and dirty! True Rebecca, cover me with the merits of the purest lamb; please
cure, purify, and set me free to Jesus! Break any string tying me to creatures so
that | may say, « My string is broken, and | am free! " My deliverer, redemptrix,
mediatrix, and Lady, you did not stop loving me! Therefore, I do not stop
trusting in you! Mary, my hope, let me totally belong to Jesus!)>, (Ibid. page 9).

Elsewhere:

Do not look at my demerits, my most holy Mother; | should cooperate
efficaciously to convert myself to God, but | often do quite the opposite,
becoming unworthy of the grace of a sincere conversion. This is the reason |
resort to you, my most holy and loving Mother. Be pleased with this prayer that |
am addressing to you from the innermost of my heart; may it be a complete and
effective cooperation to the grace of conversion. Do not ask me for anything else,
because | am unable to it; may your merits before your Son make up for my
demerits (Ibid. page 120).

To Saint Joseph:

O very glorious, powerful Patriarch Saint Joseph, | come to your feet to
submit the needs of my soul to you... O holy patriarch, I tell your fatherly heart
that | want Jesus only; may | die to all creatures, and all creatures to me... Set me
free from the hellish wolf's snares and from the consequences of my nasty
behavior... O glorious patriarch, hear my poor, ardent prayer for the sake of the
loving Jesus, for the sake of Immaculate Mary, for the sake of your paternity of
the Son of God, and for the sake of your inestimable privilege of being the
spouse of the Immaculate Mother of God. Amen (Vol. 6, pages 10, 11).

To the Guardian Angel:

Abstract me from the vile transitory things of this poor world. Loose me from
the worldly bonds originated from my sins... correct me with your heavenly,
effective inspirations... speak strongly and effectively to my heart in order that |
avoid the bad suggestions of the devil and of nature, but follow your salutary
counsels!... Fix my thoughts in the loving Jesus in such a way that | never depart
from his presence. Being free from any earthly attachment | may seek, long, sigh,
find, embrace, and possess only Jesus, only Jesus, only Jesus ! See to it that |
languish and die out of love for Jesus only! Please kindle in my heart a holy,
living flame for the loving Jesus, so that my affections, suffering, and wishes be
for Jesus only, completely forgetting all creatures and myself (Ibid. page 12).
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To Saint Raphael, physician of God:

My spirit is sick. Please give me the heavenly drugs to cure it. A deprived
spirit surrounds me; please remove it with your powerful hand, casting it far
away, and keeping it from tormenting me. Defend and free me from the ancient
murderer. Preserve and keep safe even my temporal health in order that | may be
faithful in the divine service and in my priestly duties of justice and charity
(Ibid.).

3. Resorting to the saints

The Father's resorting to the patronage of the saints in the events of his life
depended on his devotion to them and on his trust in their intercession. We can
Imagine

how fervently he engaged them to attain the grace of his conversion !

He wrote six prayers to Saint Alphonsus to attain the conversion, asking for a
grace so < effective and triumphant, » that he might not resist to it: « Obtain for
me living enlightenment and affection so that | may know myself and God, and
make the decision of becoming holy... See to it that | belong totally to Jesus as a
priest of Jesus Christ must, and as he wants » (\ol. 6, pages 124, 125).

To Saint Veronica Giuliani: « O my particular advocate and protectress, your
Crucified Love showed you his holy wounds, saying that he would grant you any
grace through them. | beseech you: pray, entreat Jesus, our supreme goodness, to
grant me the following grace: my sincere conversion... » (Ibid. page 128).

While in rapture, Saint Veronica found herself in the presence of our Lord,
who asked her to make a general confession of her sins in the presence of the
most holy Virgin Mary and her patron saints. After doing so with great confusion
and contrite heart, Jesus forgave her sins in full through the intercession of the
most holy Virgin, making the saint very happy. Then Jesus dismissed her by
saying: « Go in peace, do not sin any more! »
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Such forgiveness the Father implores through a long prayer to the saint,
entreating her: « Grant me the grace of making a general confession of my entire
life at the feet of the minister of God: an entire, humble, clear, detailed, exact,
precise, sorrowful confession of the sins | have unluckily committed in my life. »
He also asks the favor of becoming such a priest as the saint wants the priests to
be while ministering the most holy Eucharist:

| beg and entreat you for the sake of your spouse in the Sacrament: make
haste to help me, the poor! Obtain for me fire and flames, flames and fire ! See to
it that | become such a priest as you think the priests who minister the divine
mysteries every day should be! In the solemn moment when the Word of God
made man descends from heaven to earth on the altar, through the words of this
poor wretch... in that solemn moment may | be transmuted in the infinite God
who hides and annihilates himself out of love! May | then become living fire of
charity, burning with ardent love! (Ibid. pages 129-130).

To Saint John of the Cross:

« ... | beg you to obtain for me the conversion | long for: the divine union of
love with the supreme goodness, Jesus, the favor to walk on the path of the
divine will, the grace to mortify, overcome myself, and to leave everything in
order to find God » (S.C. 10, page 3). Furthermore: « | beg you to obtain the
conversion | long for and the grace to begin a new life through the mortification
of the senses, mind, memory and will, in order to achieve the perfect union of
love with Jesus, through the work of grace and my own cooperation. » Because
he must be a model in the community, he worries and prays: « | beg you to let
me avoid those defects which scandalize the poor and the children, keeping me
from grieving the most holy Heart of Jesus even in the least. Lead me to perfect
detachment from everything; and in my suffering and any test be my guide,
comfort, help, support and teacher o (Vol. 6, pages 14-15).

He relies on Saint Placid under a gracious pretext: « It is true that | am
plunged into tepidity, indifference, negligence, bad habits and defects, but also
you were plunged into the water when God's omnipotent hand pulled you out. »
Then he implores the miracle for himself. « Come to the water of my iniquity and
save me so that | may belong totally to Jesus >> (S.C. 10, page 11).

In the original prayer to Saint Anthony of Padua, he interprets in a way of his
own the saint's privilege to find the lost things - resque perditas - We quote it
entirely:

O beloved of God, O sublime and glorious saint, wonder-worker, benefactor
of the people and my benign benefactor! Rapid hearer of those
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who implore you, | kiss your feet that always walked to spread goodness and to
evangelize the peace; wailing and sighing, | resort to you for help. For the sake
of your love toward Jesus, obtain from divine mercy the restoration of my lost
inheritance so that God, who is the inheritance of the elects, return to me with all
the favors, mercies, and blessings which | have dispersed or didn't deserve! You
cannot deny me this favor, O glorious wonder-worker, because those who resort
to you to recover their lost things are granted the grace of recovering them. |
myself am a witness along with the seraphic Bonaventure who wrote: « Resque
perditas petunt et accipiunt iuvenes et cani ». Then, if you are so eager for
helping people find their lost things, sometimes the least ones, how is it possible
that you are so reluctant to help the persons who want to recover their lost graces,
the rejected mercies, when they are contrite and pierced by sorrow? Oh, it is
Impossible that you are indifferent to them! | am sure, very sure, because if you
are able to make the people find their trifles, you are abler to make them recover
the heavenly treasures unhappily and unluckily lost! Wailing at your feet, | resort
to your power and entreat you: O glorious saint, let me find my lost inheritance!
Tu es qui restitues haereditatem meam mihi ! Let me find the Supreme Goodness
| searched for in vain until now, because | searched for him coldly. | forced him
to leave me by dint of disgust and unfaithfulness! You can deny me the treasures
of grace and glory | have unluckily lost, but let me find my Supreme Goodness!
Oh, give me back Jesus. Let me recover Jesus, my God, my creator, and my
savior!!l

O my glorious Saint Anthony, please pray, pray for me! Do not stop praying
for me until I obtain my lost inheritance and when | obtain it, see to it that | never
lose it again. Amen. Amen (S.C. Vol. 10. page 46).

How many are the saints of Messina enjoying the glory in paradise? Don't
they feel obliged to help a fellow-citizen who appeals to them? He invokes the
saint priests, martyrs, virgins, penitents, and the triumphant church of Messina by
saying:

My dear saints of Messina, who were born, lived, and became holy here, |
appeal to you to attain the effective grace of the new, true conversion to God.
Remember that | am a fellow-citizen of yours and a son of the Messina church. |
really need a true, intimate detachment from creatures and conversion to God!
For this | entreat you, my dear saints of Messina! (Ibid. page 12).

On January 15, 1888, Leo XIII canonized a group of saints: the Seven
Founders of the Servants of Mary along with Saint Peter Claver, Saint John
Berchmans, and Saint Alphonsus Rodriguez. The Father considered that event as
a wonderful opportunity
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ity to take advantage of the saints' intercession! After congratulating them upon
their canonization which was for the glory of God and the salvation of souls, he
humbly prayed to them for the Pope, the holy Church, and for his conversion:

O neo-saints, kneeling at your sacred feet | entreat you from the innermost of
my heart to grant me a sincere and profound conversion. Please obtain the
conversion | long for, because | languish! I am a priest, but | have betrayed my
divine Savior as Judas did; | have denied him as Peter did; | have blasphemed
him as the two crucified thieves did! O my dear saints, look at my extreme
misery from your eternal glory, from your high happiness, and have mercy on
me! Plunged into the mire, worn-out, wounded, poor, sick, oppressed, in debt
with the divine justice, deaf, mute, blind, leprous, paralytic and perhaps fetid as a
four day dead, customary sinner, obstinate, relapsing, overflowing with malice: |
fall at your feet imploring grace and mercy from your kindness and charity!
Please pray, pray efficaciously to the most holy Heart of Jesus and to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary for my true conversion! Grant me such a conversion
to atone for my nasty behavior following upon my first conversion! Grant me the
second conversion by shaking, permeating, and restoring me to God and to his
love. Captivate and render me a victim of his divine will! If my unworthiness,
bad habits, perfidious will, corrupt nature, and aged malice are such that I am
unable to convert, your powerful intercession, O glorious neo-saints, can obtain
the effective grace to convert me! What favor can the sweetest Heart of Jesus
deny you? What the most merciful Heart of Immaculate Mary ? Everything is
granted to the neo-saints who go before the throne of mercy! Therefore, pray,
pray efficaciously for this wretch, obtain for me the desired conversion! | beg
you for the sake of Jesus, you loved so much on earth; for the sake of
Immaculate Mary, to whom you were fervently devout. Hear me, hear me! Dear
neo-saints, hurry up, obtain my sincere, intimate, and perfect conversion to God!
Amen. Amen (Ibid. pages 17-18).

4. Holiness without 1llusion

The continuous longing for conversion turns into the intimate, profound,
constant wish

for holiness. The Father implores the conversion with all his soul. He writes
in a prayer: « | put myself at disposal of your divine will. My Jesus, see to it that
| serve you faithfully. Render me apt for your divine service. | beg you to give
me holy virtues,
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especially humility, obedience, and holy detachment from earthly things. Give
me the holy fear of you, your love, and the desire to become holy and to belong
totally to you. My Jesus, concentrate my thoughts on you when | pray. » He asks
the Madonna for the same grace, and concludes with the ejaculatory prayer, < O
Mary, my mother, let me belong totally to Jesus! » To Saint Joseph, « | long for
becoming holy, for belonging to Jesus totally, and for serving him according to
his will in this pious institute. Please grant me these favors so that Jesus may act
with this wretch as he wants » (Vol. 4, page 18).

What is holiness about?
The Father writes,

According to the shallow view of some persons, holiness cannot stand
without a long retinue of severe penances, of transcendent deeds and works, of
wonders and first rate miracles. But they are wrong.

Holiness is the perfect union of our will with God's will out of love for him
and of pure intention in order to please his divine majesty. When a person
achieves this happiest state, he only longs for hiding together with his beloved. In
such a case this person does not need to work great wonders through the
suspension of the law of nature, because he has already worked the greatest
among the miracles by giving up himself to God. The people can say of him, «
His glory is within him. » And that person can exclaim, « My life is hidden in
Christ o (Vol. 45, page 132).

The Father aimed at this sort of holiness, and he pledged himself for it, as the
following prayer testifies:

Lord Jesus, for the sake of your mercy let me perceive the motions of my
nature and of the temptations, and give me the grace to detest and overcome
them. Let me also perceive the motions of your grace so that | correspond to
them.

Lord, | beseech you, help me elude the motions of nature, the inclination,
whim, passion, my own will, and the hellish suggestion; and help me follow the
move and the guidance of your Holy Spirit as you did. May the same Spirit
guide, lead, enliven, and let me belong to you, let me know the path leading to
you. Free me from my enemies, for | have appealed to you; teach me to do your
will, because you are my God. See to it that | may comply with your Father's will
with fullness of sentiment and affection as you did on earth.

My Jesus, may no thing on earth be of value for me, except you.
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Close my eyes to vanity, but open them in order that | may see you in everything.
Close my mouth to the malicious words which offend charity, prudence, and
simplicity, opening it to speak of you and to sing your praise. Close my ears to
the voice of nature, selfishness, passions, and temptations which whisper, trying
to seduce me; but let them hear your sweetest voice in order to follow your will
in everything. Keep my hands from performing noxious and unjust works, being
at your disposal to do what you like. Keep my feet far from the path of fallacy,
deceit, and iniquity, and let them always follow you, the purest truth,

My Jesus, do not abandon me, do not leave me in my own hands, because if
you leave me for a moment, | will fall into a thousand defects, precipices, and
mistakes. Jesus, accept me as your disciple. Be my teacher. Instruct and lead me
to the path of perfection and holiness. Let me achieve through your guidance the
perfection you want from me. My Jesus, place true holiness in my heart, that |
may not feed on selfishness and passion, nor satisfy my senses and illusion, but
follow your loving spirit, which only you may give. Amen (Vol. 6, page 135). (2)

5. His own cooperation

Holiness is from God, who demands the cooperation of man. The first,
indispensable form of cooperation is given by prayer, which enables the people
to grow in the grace and to become stronger. Prayer must be combined with
works, however.

Saint Bernard teaches, « Not going forward in the way of the spirit is
recoiling, because we cannot keep still. Perfection demands of us to always
stretch forth (cf. Phil. 3, 13), to continuously long for doing better, confident in
the divine mercy, which cures our failings. We must avoid deceiving ourselves
by thinking of having achieved perfection » (Sermons for the Feasts of the
Madonna, Pauline Editions, 1970, page 282).

The Father was engaged to seek perfection in everything, letting any grace be
fruitful, and giving a personal interpretation to the following words of our Lord:
« What, then, will a man gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life ? »
(Mt. 16, 26). For ruin, the Father did not mean the perdition of the soul, but any
prejudice, because the acquisition of the whole world would end in a pure loss if
it would happen to the prejudice of the soul,
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even in the least.

As the' prophet carried his soul in his hands (Ps. 118, 109), so the Father was
sedulously attentive to purify and to render his soul more acceptable to the Lord
by the practice of the virtues, which he continuously implored from God. In a
prayer he says; « O sweetest child Jesus, kneeling before your cradle, | present
my poor heart and all myself to you... My Jesus, sanctify me. For the sake of
your incarnation and birth, please grant me the following: 1. Pure intention. 2.
Detachment. 3. Sorrow for my sins. 4. The grace to know and see the living
saints for my spiritual profit. 5. Holy humility. 6. A holy death. 7. The spirit of
prayer. 8. Faith, hope, and charity. 9. Love for you, Saint Joseph, and Mary »
(Vol. 6, page 28).

Prayer to the child Jesus to be liberated from the earthly affections:

O my blessed Jesus, child of my heart, do not leave me alone! For the sake of
your holy infancy, free me from all the earthly affections!... You see how my
heart is bound, unable, and poor! O heavenly child, put your love within my
heart. May your love burn any earthly affection in me by burning my soul! Oh! if
only I loved you, my Jesus! If | had the heart of the saints and the angels to love
you! Oh ! how little do I love you! My love, my child, | know that you love me;
therefore, see to it that I return your love! My Jesus, where are you ? Soul of my
soul, where have you hidden yourself, leaving me alone in my inability ? | know
that I am good for nothing; I know and confess it! But you, my child, you can do
everything. Take my poor heart in your hands, put it in your purest heart, kindle
it with the love of the cherubim and seraphim, and destroy in me any earthly
affection so that | may say,

My sweetest loves, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, | belong to you, not at all to me;
| suffer and die for you! » (Vol. 4, page 1).

We read in his notes a work schedule for his spiritual growth. To be
illuminated, he premises an invocation, < Show me the way in which | should
walk » (Ps. 143, 8). Then he notes: I. Sacrifice. 2. Humiliation or abject poverty.
Beggary. 3. Interior mortification. 4. Annihilation in God. 5. Silent patience. 6.
Silence. 7. Calm in the oppositions. 8. Patience and meekness with the poor and
children, gently coping with the latter. 9. Prudence and prudent demeanor. 10.
Vocal and written prayer. 11. Spiritual reading. 12. Detachment from comfort,
especially from food and bad habits. 13. Mortification of impulses, anxiety,
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and worries. 14. Sorrow and fear of past sins, as well as redemption of the past
life. 15. Interior tribulation and spirit of compunction. 16. Patience when | see
my work lost. 17. Perfect union with the commanding or permitting divine will.
18. Suppression of, or refrainment from giving free play in the oppositions »
(S.C. 10, page 2).

On November 20, 1889, he implores the redemption of his past life from the
Lord:

Oh, my Jesus, who can give me the power to give up my life in order to
redeem the time | have lost? Who gives me again the fine opportunities to
practice patience, humility, contempt of myself, through which I could have died
to myself in order to live in the knowledge and in the divine union with you,
supreme goodness? | have lost the most beautiful of my years in idleness,
dissipation, distraction, ignorance, indifference, and defects, making the Holy
Spirit wail in my heart! | have neglected so many graces, inspirations, and gentle
impulses through which you called me to you, O supreme goodness! My Lord
and my God, now | am confused at your feet, imploring mercy! As the prodigal
son, | return to the loving father, saying, " | have sinned against you and heaven!
" | am unworthy to be called your son; place me at work as the last of your
servants.

Meanwhile, he thinks of having deprived God of the glory that God expected
from him; therefore, he prays to the Lord to make up for his failure by creating
another man who will be faithful to God since his tender age, and continues: «
My Lord Jesus Christ, God of all mercies, | beg you to redeem my past life.
Endow another person with your particular blessing from his

tender age; redouble the graces, the inspirations, and the impulses |
disregarded; lead this soul through an irresistible gentleness to the divine union
of love, to which you would have guided me, if | had answered your grace! »
(S.C. page 27).

He chooses the following saints as his patrons during Lent time: John of the
Cross, Dominic, Anthony of Padua, Alphonsus M. Liguori, Camillus de Lellis,
Theresa, Veronica Giuliani, Catherine of Siena, Blessed Margaret Alacoque, and
Eustochio.

In a retreat or reflection time, in September of the same year, he made
additional resolves, whose aims are the following: « September 10, 1891: Aim of
my resolves: 1. To become a perfect slave of the divine will under Jesus Christ's
feet, being unknown and dead to everyone and to everything. 2. | will seek the
pure love of God, for the sake of God. 3. To destroy the bad habits. 4. To cover
the multitude of my sins. 5. To atone for the wrong
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| have done to souls and the grief | have caused to the divine Heart. 6. To be
helpful to my neighbor and to the house: a) To be edifying. b) To prepare myself
for preaching, ¢) To obtain the divine mercy through prayer, wails, sighs, tears,
penance, vigils, nightly prayers, etc. 7. To foster the pious institute in the most
holy Heart of Jesus. 8. To answer the sublime call to priesthood. 9. To seek the
eternal interests of Jesus » Heart (Ibid. page 35).

In 1890 he opened his heart to his spiritual director:

Father, | feel a great desire for Jesus Christ, and his divine presence is very
pleasing to me. | wish | could do a great deal for his glory and for the salvation
of souls, becoming a great saint to achieve this goal. But my miserable state
disheartens me, because God once called me in a special way, and |
corresponded with him for some time. Later, however, | declined and heaped up
such bad habits that now it is very difficult for me to become holy.

The spiritual director responded to him,

« Ask the Lord to rehabilitate you in his grace, and humble yourself.
Humility must be interior and exterior. Humble yourself before God, imploring
his mercy, and acknowledging that you are guilty of the state of your spirit. Serve
your neighbor even in the most abject things, and be meek with people. »

« He exhorted me not to dishearten, because with God's help | can glorify
him as he wants. As for the divine presence and my wishes, he told me to pray in
order to increase them. »

SUMMARY: 1. Humility. 2. Prayer. 3. Humiliation. 4. Meekness. S.
Courage and trust.

« October 31, 1980, eve of all saints >> (lbid, page 6).

« The Father is ruthless in laying bare the faulty movements of the spirit,
laying the blame upon himself even for the miseries belonging to human needs.
For instance, he lays the blame on himself for being a glutton, a sleeper, a lazy
man; but, when a person works intensely, is it surprising that he happens to be
hungry, sleepy, and tired, especially if he never eats nor sleeps to his 611, nor
rests enough? In his retreat in Noto, he points out his chief defects: 1. Rising of
anger. 2. Little mystifications. 3. Grumbling and Jeering. 4. Inclination to
speaking in order to say a joke, or express an opinion, or contradict someone, or

28



disclose a secret, or repel a reason, or give, free play. 5. Gluttony. 6. Sleep. 7.
Laziness. 8. Resentment shown by indiscreet zeal because of selfishness. 9.
Disregard of my duties and of the dutiful formalities. 10. Little respect for other
people's property. 11. Antipathy, little aversions. 12. Little prides. 13. | dislike to
be despised >> (S.C. Vol. 10, page 33).

The little respect for other people's property is noteworthy when it is related
to the Father who gave up all his own to other people, as well as the antipathy
and little aversions when it is compared with the practice of the Father who spent
his life in works of charity toward any class of people! But the Servants of God
have a special enlightenment about the motions of their nature in order to abhor,
submit, and overcome them through grace.

To understand well how the father was engaged in bridling the impetus of
irascibility, we report an evidence: « 1. | will restrain myself in any impetus of
perturbation in order to see whether restraining oneself helps the settlement of a
matter. 2. | will refrain myself by saying, " Didn't | have to repent for giving free
play ? For sure, | would have to repent if I give free play now! " 3. I wills say to
myself, " Charity is patient. Patience makes the work perfect. " 4. | have to edify
through meekness, because anger and pride scandalize. 5. | will note the defeats |
suffer: may the good Jesus free me! 6. As to the reproaches, | will say together
with Saint John Chrysostom, " It is better to be lacking in severity than in mercy.
" 7. During the enemy's temptation | will say, " My enemies will exult if | am
shaken! " And I will add the ejaculatory prayer, " O Jesus, meek and humble of
heart,... " 8. When | am at fault, | will do a penance. » At the end he concludes
with a stanza:

Refrain! See whether refraining is better.

As always, you will repent for giving free play.
Charity is patient: | should rather

Make up for any scandal, which I did convey.
If my enemy happens to make me totter,

He will be very happy of my prey!

O meek and humble Lord,

Put my heart on your accord!
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6. Specifying the Father's spirit

The conditions of the Father's spirit are better described in his two following
reports.

Exact report upon the defects of my spiritual life which hinder my perfect
union with the supreme good: 1. Strong and steadfast attachment to the little
comforts NECESSARY to maintain life, such as food, clothes, dwelling,
satisfaction of the needs such as hunger, thirst, sleep, etc. (Italics are by the
Father). 2. Extreme, perhaps sinful, surely most faulty pusillanimity, which
originates in a) execration of suffering and b) extreme fear of death. This fear
gives rise to: a) a great care of the bodily health and b) a strong attachment to
life. 3. Indolence, i.e., great spiritual and temporal laziness, and faintness, which
originates from a) inconstancy in doing good. b) Indifference. c) Transgression
on many duties. d) Anger, when | am removed from laziness by force. 4. Strong
attachment to my own will and right opinion, which originates from: a) Anger. b)
Indignation. c) Pique. 5. Anger, which gives rise to frequent lack of meekness
and grudges (Ibid. page 39).

We quote the 1896 report:

Scrutiny of my spirit: « 1. Hostile disposition to suffering: | always seek to
avoid and try to send it off. 2. Attachment to the comforts of life: not only I seek
them, but | feel disturbed when I lack them. 3. Gluttony: I do not become
detached from several tasty bits, | am rather so attached to them that people
notice it. | like to find pleasure in food; in fact, I am concerned with various
qualities of paste, with variety of cooking, etc. 4. Excessive fear of death, which
originates from immoderate attachment to life. 5. Some pride or selfishness,
which causes a great aversion when | have to humble myself or to surrender in
certain circumstances. 6. Attachment to my opinion. When an idea or opinion or
event is true in my judgment, | regret being contradicted and | defend myself
boldly, taking trouble because the others do not accept my reason. 7. Nuisance
and indolence to doing good, working, confessing, etc., which sometimes causes
serious consequences. 8. Plenty
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of defects through my tongue... Love for God is too much self-interested! »
(Ibid. page 41).

Untiring of searching and researching into his soul, on January 7, 1901, the
Father draws a new report on the same miseries, which bind him in a daily battle:

« Know yourself gluttony, laziness, food, sleep, rest. » That's odd! Did he
want to do without ? He continues: < Strong attachment to the things necessary
to life, not to the superfluous ones; very sensitive inclination to anger,
inconstancy, levity, selfishness and pride, which hinder me from humbling
myself, but give rise to many motions of anger in the oppositions, and lead me to
behave imprudently and harshly with my neighbor. Habit of simulation,
falsehood, rashness, great reluctance (I would rather say loathing) for suffering,
and weakness in the resolves. » Summary: pride, anger, gluttony, and indolence
are predominant.

He asks the Lord for five favors:

« 1. Strength in love. 2. Patience without complaint. 3. Meekness. 4.
Temperance. 5. Repression and victory on the first motions of anger. » To attack
the motions of anger more resolutely, he makes new resolves after meditating on
the Passion of our Lord: « After considering the opprobriums our divine
redeemer Jesus Christ suffered out of love for me, when people wrong or disgust
me: 1. | will refrain from anger. 2. From resentment. 3. From vengeance. 4. | will
lay the blame on myself, deciding in favor of others. 5. I will return good for evil
» (S.C. Vol. 10, page 35).

The Father would have liked to erase the defects of his past life in order to
begin a perfectly holy life. During the retreat with the Redemptorist Fathers at
Pagani in September 1900, he conceived and explained the nature of a religious
practice aimed at renewing the spiritual life. He called it:

« Recreating practice for making for the past life »

What does the word re-creating mean? It is worth for those who after
entering the way to God, understand the mistakes they have committed in their
past life, wail for the time they have lost, the grace they have dissipated, etc., and
wish to have known, loved, and served God since their infancy, or even since
their conception. Cor mundum etc.

What kind of practice is this one? Suppose that a man is told that he is going
to be annihilated in order to be created again, but endowed with a perfect
intelligence, a perfect power to do
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either Good or evil from the time of his conception. He also will be endowed
with a ‘clear knowledge of God, Jesus Christ, his holy mysteries, and his own last
end. He also will have the opportunity to redress the wrong he did in his past life,
to atone for the duties toward God he did not fulfill, and to recover the celestial
good he would have inherited if he had been faithful in loving and serving God.

What would this man do in such a case? | do not know what everyone would
do, but I would do so... (S.C. Vol. 10, page 58).

Sadly, we ignore what the Father would have done, because he didn't write it.
Surely he told the Lord his resolves, but he denied the inquisitive eyes to
examine the mysteries of his soul. However, we are more fortunate about another
writing on the same subject that the Father wrote on July 6, 1901, on the
occasion of his fiftieth birthday, but is unfinished. Its title is:

Exercise of spiritual rebirth

Most high God, my Lord and creator, yesterday, July 5, at 9:00 p.m., |
reached the age of fifty. Alas, what have | done with these years? How did I
spend them for you? My God, what a series of wastes, wickednesses, losses, and
offenses | have committed in your eyes! How will | repair your divine heart?
How will | repay you? How will I recover what | have lost? Oh, | wish | were
born again in the world in order to love and to serve you from the moment of my
conception ! Oh, infinite beauty, eternal truth, why didn't I know and love you
from the very beginning of my existence ?

Oh, most adorable Jesus, |1 am just dust and ash. Still | speak to you, who are
eternal and infinite. My beloved, because past, present and future times are
instantaneous before you, let me do this exercise of love. For instance, if in the
moment of my conception in the motherly womb you had infused in me the
knowledge that | have now; if from the first instant, through your free mercy, |
had known you as much as | know you now; | would have lived in the following
way, my beloved Jesus, my life, light of my eyes.

1. As my head passed from my mother's womb, | would have breathed and
wailed. Through that breathing and wailing | would have performed an act of
love for you, my God. Then, by means of sighs, cries, and tears | would have
said what 1 can say now: My God and creator, adorable savior of my soul, I am a
little creature, an imperceptible atom. | adore you! Newborn, | kneel at your feet,
kissing them lovingly, and adoring you! | acknowledge and confess that you are
my God, my Lord, my all. | adore you! Newborn to the world. | adore you with
my soul,
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my body, and my senses! Adorable Jesus, | love the most holy Trinity in you! |
adore you, God the Father. | adore you, God the Son. | adore you, God the Holy
Spirit. O most holy Trinity, together with the Sacred Heart of Jesus | adore your
infinite perfection, your divine attributes, and your most holy operations. O my
Jesus, through you | offer myself, body, soul, senses, mind, heart, spiritual
powers, will, freedom, and all to the most holy, august Trinity.

How will I thank you for having creating me ?... (Vol. 4, page 63).

7. The last resolves

An additional list of resolves! On July 24, 1906, after premising the
following quotation: « Show me the way in which *I should walk » (Ps. 143, 8),
the Father writes,

I will not approve with pure will any taste, pleasure or satisfaction of
feelings, or pleasure of the lower spirit, even though such a taste, pleasure, or
satisfaction is licit. If they are spiritual, 1 will approve them within bounds. If I
break this resolve, I will renew it mildly and strongly as if it were for the first
time.

I will not let my natural instinct alleviate a serious or a light pain, or trouble,
or annoyance... until 1 am able to endure it. If enduring it diverts from prayer, or
religious service... then | will remove it mildly and tranquilly, humiliating myself
because of my inability to endure the least pain such as a bit of hair or a
mosquito landing on my face, etc. If | am unable or it is improper to remove it,
then | will implore the divine help trying to conform and to endure the thing with
patience. Just in case, | will pray to be liberated, always humiliating myself,
because of my inability...

I will endeavor to deprive my senses of what delights them even licitly in
eating, drinking, etc., and when | do not succeed in doing so, | will humble
myself quietly.

I will ask the divine mercy to enlighten and help me give my senses the basic
necessities, or what is useful to my spiritual good or the good of others, without
consenting etc. If | lack effective enlightenment, | will humble myself deeply and
quietly, acknowledging that such a lack is due to the abuse of my senses, to my
bad habits which allowed them to grow according to nature instead of grace, and
to my failure in prayer and self-denial. Given all this, I will humble myself
before God entreating
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him to give me good will and complete victory over myself through sacrifice,
strength, contrition ... and the merits of my crucified Lord and our Lady in
sorrow!

In every action and moment, | will endeavor to pay careful attention to these
resolves and to get used to the divine presence, the meditation upon divine truth,
the scripture, or the sayings of the saints. By renouncing pleasure and everything
according to nature, I aim at achieving the happy disposition of the spirit pointed
out by the apostle: « Those who weep, as though they were not sad; those who
laugh, as though they were not happy)) (I Cor. 7, 30).

These resolves are the beginning of the spiritual life that | have not yet begun
at the age of 55. May divine mercy, that has been tolerating me, call me in the
last hour. Amen (Vol. 43, page 37).

Obviously, this is not the beginning of the spiritual life: everyone perceives
that these resolves characterize the Father's perfection at the age of 55. This
appears more clearly from his notes on September 7, 1907:

For the divine union: 1. Purification of the soul. 2. Prayer. 3. Detachment. 4.
Mortification of the senses. 5. Disposition to suffer a thousand pains and
persecutions for Jesus Christ. 6. Continuous meditation on the Passion of Jesus
Christ. 7. Meditation on his most holy life and divine words, imitating his virtues
and works, and loving him fervently. 8. To abstract oneself from occupations and
to concentrate on God in very quiet silence with such a perfect submission (at
least in the will and intention) as to resemble a dead person in everything, only
wanting God's will in everything. 9. Being in this state, to love God and everyone
in him, only seeking his honor and his consolation. 10. To treat friends and
enemies with great meekness, humility, kindness, and holy love (Vol. 43, page
44).

In the last 20 years of the Father's writings we do not find examinations of
conscience and reforms of life, nor prayers for the conversion or rebirth. Is it a
sign of tiredness or slackness? Not at all! On the contrary, the longing for
holiness was always alive and ardent in him, and the impetus toward perfection
was always more compelling. But the constant work of so many years on his soul
had already matured its fruits. The habit of virtue had become second nature in
him. His spirit had become more simple; and a rapid, interior look at the copious,
divine light,

34



which was pouring into his soul because of his habitual union with God, was
enough to purify and to regenerate his soul in the fervor of charity.

Notes

(1) The Father quotes the old translation by Martini, in common use in those times.
The new official translation of the Bible is derived directly from the Hebrew, not from
the Vulgate, and has a different meaning.

(2)The following prayer for holy mortification is noteworthy:

My sweetest savior Jesus, you told us that your kingdom has been subjected to
violence and the violent are taking it. Kneeling at your feet | beseech you to give me the
grace to mortify myself in order to take your kingdom.

I sigh, long for it with all the strength of my spirit. | stare at it, stretch out my hands
...But I do not know how to reach it, how to gain it, how to take it, because | do not
know how to mortify myself in order to overcome my bad inclinations, to embrace the
suffering, to destroy my passions, to generously overcome my reluctance and hellish
suggestions.

My virtue abandoned me! | have become like a man dreaming of running, and yet,
he does not move. | am lying down on the ground, please lift me up. O Jesus, touch me
with your powerful hand and lift me up. My merciful Jesus, for the sake of your pure
charity, instill in my soul the powerful, triumphant grace, which leads us where you
want with strength and gentleness without destroying our free will.

For the sake of your divine strength, through which you won the human reluctance,
tedium, and sadness, | beg you to fortify my most feeble nature so that I may win
myself, embrace any suffering with love and patience, and repress even the first
motions of selfishness and passions. May | overcome my reluctance and the devil's
temptations; mortify my senses; detach my heart from any created thing; oppose my
will radically, and renounce my opinion. Let me practice the Christian virtues
continuously; work for your glory and for the salvation of souls; destroy the bad habits,
of my spirit; humiliate my pride both before you, who are my God, and the creatures
that are your images. Above all, may | humble myself before the people from whom my
pride flees not to humiliate itself!...

O my omnipotent Jesus, give me your most holy helping hand to get rid of this
lukewarmness, inconstancy, laziness, and extreme weakness! My Jesus, render me apt
to take your kingdom! You said that the path leading to life is narrow, and its door
straight. See to it that | walk through this narrow path, subside, and strive to enter
through the straight door.

My God, create a pure heart, and renew an upright spirit in me! Give me a new
mind and a new will to know you, to act against my nasty nature
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vigorously and generously, to seek the good, and to mortify myself in order to take
your kingdom. You said,” Whoever wishes to be my follower must deny his very self,
take up his cross every day, and follow in my steps.’ Please grant me the effective grace
to entirely renounce myself, to carry my cross, to embrace suffering with love, and to
follow in your footsteps by imitating your divine virtues. My omnipotent Jesus, | am
unworthy of this grace; | am rather worthy of your indignation, and even of your
rejection! But, for the sake of your sorrows, for the sake of your most holy mother, for
the ransom you paid for my soul, | beg you, my dear Jesus: come to my assistance,
because | am perishing. O my loving Jesus, make haste, make haste. Enliven me in your
way and mercy. | believe, but I rely on you to help my feeble faith ! I want to belong
totally to you according to your will in order to please you only, to become a victim of
your divine will and love. My Jesus, hear me. Infuse in me the effective grace of
mortifying myself in any circumstance so that | may take your kingdom. " Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. " Work with your omnipotent hand
this miracle of infinite mercy so that I may win my reluctance, the temptations, and
everything which hinders me from obtaining perfect union with you, who are the
supreme good. | long and sigh ardently, uniquely, and continuously for having you.
Amen. Amen. (Vol. 6, page 133).

3) Obviously, the Father is referring to the « Exercise for the new life » he
had written for everyone: 1. On the established day everyone goes to confession. 2. That
day is supposed to be the day of rebirth. 3. The following day they renew the baptismal
vows, choosing a patron saint, making protestations of faithfulness, and promising new
life, etc. 4. They redeem the past life by doing practices of piety for as many months
there are years to be redeemed. 5. They apply to each month the merits of one year of
Jesus Christ. 6. After renewing the baptismal vows, they start the spiritual infancy,
which lasts seven months. 7. They begin the first year of infancy with the practices of
piety lasting one month. The second year of infancy they exercise other practices of
piety lasting another month, and so forth. 8. When a month corresponds to a more sinful
year, the people increase the practice of piety for expiation. 9. To shorten the practice of
the new life, one can consider a day as one year. 10. The daily mass, prayers,
mortifications, the reception of the sacraments, the practices of piety, etc., are the chief
points to atone for the past life and to regenerate the spiritual life. 11. Special prayers
and practices of piety are made at the passing from one age to another, such as infancy
to puberty, puberty to youth, youth to manhood, etc. 12. The application of the years of
Jesus Christ to the person who practices this devotion may be varied according to the
age of the person. 13. « Before starting this practice, one can premise nine days both to
remember the nine months our Lord Jesus Christ was carried in the womb, and to keep
him company. To prepare oneself for the confession of the past life, one could spend
these days in spiritual retreat. When people practice this devotion by days instead of
months, they may premise nine hours instead of nine days. During the nine days the
faithful recite the Miserere psalm, every day » (July 29, 1889 - Vol. 40, page 121).
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1. Beginning and Foundation

The council of Trent teaches that faith is the beginning, the foundation,
and the root of justification (Densinger Ranher, Enchiridion Symbolorum, 801).
The Vatican Council tells us that faith is our free answer to the revelation of God
(Dei Verbum, 5). Consequently, the study of a Servant of God's life begins with
his faith.

What was the Father's faith?

If we listen to him, we will be disappointed. Father Vitale reports: “He
once told me: our Lord said, " If you have as much faith as a seed of mustard,
you will be able to tell a mountain to move and it will obey " (Mt. 17,20). Then
the padre added,”It means that our faith is less than a seed of mustard: oh, if we
had faith “! “(Father Mary Hannibal Di Francia, page 297). In his last will, he
wrote of himself: “He was feeble in faith “(S.C. Vol. 7, page 242). We know,
however, know that bearing witness to oneself is suspicious, especially in this
case, because the people who knew the Father judged him objectively and
differently.

Those who knew the Father, repute him as a man of a living, supernatural
faith. Preaching to the faithful, to make them understand the nature of faith, he
explains very plainly:

Through faith we believe in God and in what he has revealed. The merit of faith
consists in our believing in the religious truths without having seen them. In fact,
we never saw God. We never saw Jesus Christ. We do not see the work of grace
in the sacraments. For instance, in the Eucharist we only see the species of bread
and wine. And yet, we are sure that God exists, that Jesus Christ came into this
world, that grace works through the sacraments, and that Jesus is present under
the species of bread and wine.

The merit of faith is due to our believing in what we do not see. Those
who believe in what they have seen, have no merit, because believing in what we
perceive with our senses requires no sacrifices, nor labor. On the contrary, the
merit is ascribed to the one who says: “I
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believe because God wants me to believe, even though | have seen nothing of
what | believe. Furthermore, | believe in it more firmly than if | had seen it with
my eyes! “However, our eyes can deceive us; faith does not! How many times
we are mistaken because of our bodily eyes!

Isn't it true that a far off square tower is seen as a round one? That an oar
in the water seems to be broken, but it is not? The result of our vision sometimes
does not correspond to reality, whereas, what we believe is always true because
faith never deceives... Besides, a person pays his respect to his Creator by relying
on his divine word (Vol. 10, pages 30-31).

The Father's faith was so alive that it seemed to turn into a vision. When
he talked of the eternal truths, they seemed as unveiled to him, as if he could
touch them. In his ingenuity, he said that despite his sins, God endowed him with
the spirit of faith, and he was so aware of his divine presence as to cry out in
consolation while thinking of God's greatness and kindness. One day, seeing two
probationers absent-minded in prayer, he reproached them with these words: “It
is obvious that you do not believe in the presence of God. “Father Vitale writes:
“Sometimes the Father told me, “I do not know what temptation against faith
means.”As a matter of fact, he did not know it, because he was carrying God
within himself, living for him, and hoping in him”(Bulletin, 1928, page 51).

Untiring of thanking God for the gift of faith, on every anniversary of his
baptism he went to Saint Mary of Providence church, where he was baptized, to
thank the Lord. He did so until 1908, when the church was destroyed by the
earthquake. When he celebrated with the community, before the penitential rite
he used to invite the faithful to thank the Lord for the grace of holy baptism.

While preaching at the end of the year, he recounted both the general and
the particular benefits the Lord had granted, first of all the baptism, for which
everyone should thank the Lord untiringly.

On March 25, 1922, he mailed a circular to the houses, recommending the
Holy Childhood, and saying,

Many children in the savages and infidels' lands perish in the streets, or at
the foot of the trees, or are drowned in the rivers by their cruel parents; their
souls fall into Limbo instead of going to heaven, never seeing God, which make
us cry with emotion!

He points to our fortune for having been born in Christian countries by
God's mercy.
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Was our adorable God bound to create us in conditions so different from
those of the children who are born of savage parents in corrupted regions? We
are born instead in the holy Church's womb; we are baptized, instructed in the
holy religion, guided to the holy altars; we are called to the religious life, to the
divine service; we are supported by so many celestial means for our
sanctification! And yet, we have to love all souls as much as ours, concerning
ourselves with them as with ours. God wants it!

Recommending the Holy Childhood along with the readings of its printed
matter, he excites in the youth faith and charity:

| am not urging you to contribute to this holy work through alms; if you
could, you would with great pleasure; I am more concerned with fostering
charity and zeal for winning souls to Jesus, because if you were apathetic, you
were not Rogationists of Jesus' Heart, nor Daughters of Divine Zeal! (S.C. Vol.
5, page 57).

2. | am faithful to my uniform

The faithful must profess before men the faith they have received from
God through the Church... Hence they are, as true witnesses of Christ, more
strictly obliged to spread the faith by word and deed “(Lumen gentium, 11,
17-35).

Let us see how the Father complied with these duties.

The several volumes of prayer he wrote to the Lord, the Madonna, the angels,
and the saints are a profession of faith. Profession of faith refers mainly to the
two religious orders that sprang from him, as well as all the works he did,
because his firm faith in God emerges from them. While we were in stormy
events, he used to say: “In such circumstances, the only thing we can do is pray.
“Specifically, I like quoting the letter he wrote on August 12, 1902. By partisan
spirit, the city council denied the Father help on the feasts of the Assumption,
and he wrote the
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following trenchant letter to the Mayor, Anthony Martino:

..You are already convinced that the councilmen quarrel with my ideals,
aspiring to make me compromise my principles and buy their own for three
thousand liras! But in case they do not understand, if they are rationalists, or
atheists, or enemies of priests, I am a Catholic, an apostolic, a Roman priest,
faithful to my uniform. I am proud of the principles of religion that support me in
the tremendous fight to save so many unhappy creatures who would otherwise be
either in jail or in houses of prostitution, despite the polemic from my
adversaries! (S.C. Vol. 1, page 81).

3. The catechist

Now we dwell a little upon his catechetical apostolate.

From his tender age, the Father longed to teach catechism. On Feb. 5, 1878, on
the occasion of the first catechetical awards in Saint Philip Neri's church, he was
the speaker. He revealed his thoughts on the teaching of Christian doctrine, on its
importance and sublimity, on the individual and social advantages of this
teaching, in which great men engaged themselves, such as Gersone, Bossuet,
Fenelon; as well as great saints, such as Jerome, Augustine, and Alphonsus M.
Liguori, all of whom preached the miracle of understanding and holiness. The
latter “wrote a booklet of catechism for children during the missions, and he
himself, sometimes taught it in the churches of his diocese. “The Father points
out that teaching catechism is a noble ministry by itself and because of charity,
which makes such a teaching possible. “So much self-denial is the daughter of
charity: it is through charity that the Christian loves his neighbor as himself,
willing to bestow the treasure of his faith on others, to suffer and to bear
everything, feeling himself rewarded when he succeeds in making a poor child
know that there is one God who created everything “(Vol. 45, page 419).

In 1882, Archbishop Guarino asked the Father to see how the project of
teaching catechism was implemented or conducted in the city. The Father wrote
a report, submitting a plan of his own to implement the method already in force,
and to help children. In conclusion, the Father said:
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The plan | have submitted is somehow general. Therefore, it requires work
and a teaching staff to carry it out. Nevertheless, always trusting in God, author
of any good, and in the most holy Virgin of the Sacred Letter, under whose
patronage is the Teaching of the Christian Doctrine, we can achieve
improvements, step by step. The benefits we can reap from a well-guided
teaching program are great. They include the salvation of many souls. We have
to pray and work (S.C. Vol. 7, page 262).

The Father was a theorist and a practitioner of teaching catechism, which he
did throughout his life with all his love. Besides, his institutions sprang from his
teaching catechism to the children and the poor of Avignone quarter, whose
minds he enlightened with the light of faith. At the beginning of such ministry he
wrote the booklet, Little summary of catechism for children (S.C. Vol. 7, pages
244-253).

After so many years, | remember seeing him affable and smiling in the midst
of our children or the poor, teaching catechism in his last times with so much
love.

He began redeeming the Avignone quarter by teaching catechism, which he
warmly recommended to the sisters. He chose religion as the foundation of his
educational system. Therefore, he requires to start the orphans' education with
catechism, recommending the Rogationists and the Daughters of Divine Zeal to
learn the best and the more effective methods of teaching it.

Brother Louis M. Barbanti, an assistant to the orphans for so many years in
Messina, recalls that the Father supervised the teaching of catechism and the
orphans' improvement every week by questioning and instructing them. At the
end of each visit, he concluded the supervision by relating some edifying story
and by awarding the most diligent of the orphans.

A former orphan, Rose De Blasi, gives a piece of news about the Father's
family. She says, “While teaching catechism to the children, he explained the
effects of baptism and its necessity, because the children who die without having
this sacrament go to Limbo. And he adds, “I, too, have a little brother in
Limbo!”Then, he lifted up his eyes as though he were supplicating the Lord to
take the little brother to heaven! “In his writings to the communities, the Father
insists on the teaching of Christian doctrine:

The orphans must be instructed in Christian doctrine from their

42



tender age. The sisters will avoid teaching the elements of faith mechanically...
Because teaching the doctrine to children mechanically is almost nothing “(Vol.
1, pages 252-253). “The sisters will fulfill the aims of the foundation by teaching
Christian doctrine to the young girls with zeal and holy fervor. They will teach
catechism diligently, in support and in compliance with the parish program by
giving appropriate explanations and lessons of history “(R. A. page 436). To the
Rogationists: “They will apply themselves to the teaching of Christian doctrine
with love and zeal, following the best methods in order that their teaching be
complete and fruitful. They will foster the catechetical contests, will award child-
ren, and will use various means to win the love of them. They will apply the
same strategies to the celebration of first and frequent Communions “(Vol. 3,
page 28).

Any means is good to infuse “in the tender heart of the children the fear of
God, the dread of sin, love for our Lord Jesus Christ, the most holy Virgin, Saint
Joseph, the angels, the saints, the holy Church, and the Pope, as well as charity
for our neighbor, mercy on the poor, and fondness of virtues. “

4. Longing to spread the faith

What can we say of the Father's longing for spreading the faith? He ardently
desired it from his tender age. His zealous teaching of the catechism, the aim of
his two orders, the spreading of the Rogate, the assistance to the unprivileged
classes and to the poor show how the Father's heart was burning with spreading
the faith.

Later we will touch upon his preaching from the time he was a cleric; but he
also thought of the real missions to the infidels' lands in the hope that numerous
missionaries would rise from among his communities.

Writing to the mother superior of the Sacred Side about the training of the
missionaries, he said,

It is necessary to form their spirit of obedience and sacrifice in order to avoid
what happened to the volunteers of the past war. They enrolled themselves
enthusiastically; but, in the trenches, in the terrible risks of
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the war, and in the hard labors they exclaimed' " | wish I never enrolled myself! *
The sacrifices in the missions are numerous. Therefore, cultivate the wish of the
sisters, but first get them used to sacrifice themselves in the office to which they
are appointed (Vol. 38, page 91).

The sisters still remember the evening missions in the house of Trani, where
the Father explained to the communities the importance of helping the foreign
missions by prayer and other means. Waiting for when the Lord would open the
missionary field to his institute, he established some rules for the missionary
house in order to train the sisters appointed to this most holy end. He wrote,
“Only the mission enthusiasts who are firmly resolved to face travels,
inconveniences, want, and perils; who feel the divine impulse to bear witness of
their love toward Jesus through martyrdom will be appointed to such an
apostolate”(Vol. 1, page 187).

To foster such a wish in the communities, while teaching he insisted on the
witness of love to God. “In his exhortations, he often asked us, “Would you die
for the faith in time of persecutions?”’Readiest to give up his life for Jesus Christ,
he took pleasure when we declared ourselves ready to follow him, especially
when he was exhorting us to be firm in the coming persecutions against the
Church. “

“One sister relates, he wished the faith to spread, especially through the
missions. One day he asked us, “Who wishes to go to China?”’l answered
immediately, Me! “But you must pay the fare!”, he said. Surely not, I answered.
You are the Father. Therefore, you must take care of it. And he concluded, “You

" <

will pay by saying one Hail Mary ".
Was the Father inclined to martyrdom?

We read in his will: “Envious of the martyr's fortune, he was far from making
a martyr of himself, even though he trusted in God; and in case of martyrdom, he
would be given strength and courage “(S.C. Vol. 7, page 241).

Sometimes, however, he betrayed himself by declaring that he was ready to
face death for God. We often heard him saying that he was ready to die for our
Lord. “Oh, if I had the grace to be a missionary!”He also said he was ready to
face death as many times as there were persons to be converted; but he used to
add, “God considers me unworthy of martyrdom!... “He was
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also envious of the missionaries' fortune, and used to say that if he died and the
order stopped existing for any reason, his property should be given to the
missions. In the will of 1918, he appointed Propaganda Fide (the Congregation
for the Evangelization of People) as heir of his goods (S.C. Vol. 7, page 237).

| report this touching episode: “Many times he talked to us about the bliss of
giving up life for Jesus Christ, and, usually, he concluded by narrating the
martyrdom of Saint Ignatius, to whom he was very devout. He commissioned an
artist to paint the saint among two lions and published a booklet of prayers along
with songs in his honor. In November of 1917 (during the war), when he was
leaving from Oria to Sicily, he came to say goodbye and to bless us. Suddenly,
he said, “My children, I am leaving, but none knows what may happen to us by
the Lord's will. How happy | would be if while passing through the Messina
strait the Turks would take me prisoner, bind me with chains, and command me
to deny Christ, threatening me with the sword at the throat! No! No! Would I cry,
long live Jesus! Then, my head would fall down by the sword, and my blood
would glorify the holy faith. What a fortune! “Then he asked each of us whether
we wished for martyrdom. Happy and radiant with delight for our readiness, he
suggested the reading of the book by Saint Alphonsus, Victories of the Martyrs.

5. The faith he lived

How did the Father live his faith?

The life of faith, says Pius XII, requires that the faithful “accept submissively
and in full the divine teaching, applying it to their lives so that the faith be
always the light of their behavior, and their behavior be the reflection of their
faith “(Menti nostrae, no. 14).

Witnesses assert that the Father lived his faith in the practice of Christian
virtues, especially charity, and that his life along with his activity was the
manifestation of his faith.

The Father describes the life of faith,

The man who lives according to his faith rises above all earthly things with
the spirit, and takes advantage of his senses to soar to God.
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He sees the fertile country covered with various grass, flowers, and fruits. He
watches the foaming seas stretching out as far as the horizon. He contemplates
the sky flooded by the flashing light of the sun or decorated with innumerable
stars; and in the midst of the beauty and wonders he lifts up his eyes to the sky to
bless God, who created marvelous things. When he hears the sweet sounds of
music or the warbling of the early-riser birds; when he takes delight in the
tasteful food, or smells the gentle fragrance of roses and jasmines, he praises and
admires the Creator's omnipotent kindness.

Whoever lives on faith esteems the earthly things as nothing. He loves no
riches, because faith teaches him that the grace of God is the precious pearl to be
gained at any cost; and that it is better to heap up riches which thieves cannot
steal, nor rust waste. He seeks no honor, because it is better to be humble in the
house of God than to dwell in the sinners' abode. He is not greedy, but is frugal
even in the use of licit pleasures, because he has already got rid of the illicit ones.
His spirit guides the body, his reason masters the passions, and he lives a pure,
simple, spiritual life: the life of faith (\Vol. 45, page 312).

Unwillingly and unaware, the Father describes himself in the above
word-picture.

He liked so much the litany of the soul living on faith, which begins, “My
Jesus, free me from the wish of being esteemed, “and he ordered the
communities to say it every day in March, to help the spiritual life.

Father Vitale writes,

In familiar colloquies, he admitted that he felt himself in God's presence from
childhood. He said, “The Lord has granted me no supernatural gifts, except spirit
of faith and the awareness of his divine presence. Since | was a child when | was
with the Cistercian Fathers, He visited me with gentle emotions-interior joy.
When He excited me to love him, | knew that it was God's will to stay in his
presence “(Father Mary Hannibal Di Francia - his life and works, page 275).
Awareness of being in the presence of God became quickly a habit of his spirit.

The persons who approached him were quickly impressed. Just by looking at
him, they had a glimpse of the man whose mind was so absorbed in God that
even his features disclosed it. His speeches and conversations exuded his habitual
union with the Lord.

In an article of our Bulletin, Father Vitale reports his first
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encounter with the Father,

About the year 1883 | was a young student, and was talking with a very
pious, fervent friend of mine on the threshold of a shop. We were discussing
spiritual topics. Doubtful whether to leave the world or not, whether to aim at a
worldly occupation or at consecrating myself to the Lord, | do not remember
exactly the subject of my chat with that friend who took the cassock before I did.
Suddenly, a young, tall, slender priest with a seraphic face passed nearby with
long, slow steps, as if measuring the street. More than putting his feet on the soil
he seemed skimming it in order to take off.

| can hardly express what | felt at the sight of that ascetic, but | am sure of
one thing: I heard like a voice within my heart, saying, “You need to detach
yourself from earth ““; and I was somehow afraid, because I am attached to
earthly things. My friend knew that priest, and greeted him reverently. To be
polite, I, too, took off my hat. Then, I asked, “Who is that priest? “With grave,
respectful voice he told me, “He is Canon Di Francia, a man of God, a priest of

great virtue. “I loved him ever since (Bulletin, 1928, page 17).

In the biography, Father Vitale recounts the Father's interior life: “Walking
and talking with him, people occasionally noticed what he would do when he had
grounds for praising God and for instilling holy principles in people's hearts. At
little tidings, he would say, “How good the Lord is!”At the roaring thunder, “It is
God's voice!" Before the sea rolling out to the horizon, he exclaimed, “Let us
remember that God is infinite ! “(Father Mary Hannibal Di Francia, page 278).

Father Fazio, S. J., bears a wonderful evidence: “On the whole I feel that
Canon Di Francia was a man of supernatural principles. He was a man of God
imbued and saturated with piety and devotion as always to act in a supernatural
way... | think he was a saint endowed with a simple, interior life. It was his
second nature, which always appeared in the charity toward the unhappy.
“Because of his supernatural spirit he continuously exhorted his children to live
in the divine presence. On the feasts, his gift was exhorting us to keep the holy
fear of God. On his saint's name, birthday, Christmas, Easter... when we were
around him giving our best wishes, he showed his gratitude and reciprocated our
wishes by saying, “May you have the holy fear of God, the fear of offending him,
the fear of meeting him as an inexorable judge. “He often quoted Saint Paul, “It
is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God!”(Heb. 10, 31). Then,
he reminded us that the hour of death is unknown. Following Saint Philip, he
unmasked the dreams of youth by asking, “And after
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that? And after that? “But, he did not infuse sadness or horror, because even his
firm word was always accompanied by a gentle smile, sometimes by a joke, and
by the explanation of the reasons leading us to trust in the Lord's kindness.

6. Love of the Holy Scripture

The Father nourished his faith with spiritual reading, and recommended it as
a great means of sanctification, saying that, “Well done, it is like a gentle,
beneficial rain penetrating the soil of the heart, giving pleasure, and helping the
soul “(Vol. 1, page 90). He suggested the books written by the saints and
Rodriguez, never getting tired of the books by Saint Francis of Sales and Saint
Alphonsus.

Above all, he drew nourishment from the Scripture, the purest fountain of
God's word, which he handled from the time of his earliest youth. He was sorry
because the affairs along with the works of charity hindered him from dedicating
himself to such a study in order to deepen his understanding. More than once we
heard him saying that he was eager for the study of the Holy Scripture, but he
concluded with this submissive grief, “The poor children overwhelmed
me!”Knowing by heart many passages from Scripture, he quoted them as the rule
of his behavior in various circumstances. (1)

Father Vitale writes, “From the time he was a boy, the Father delighted in the
reading of Holy Scripture having asked the Lord for a deep understanding of his
commandments. He knew by heart many sentences from Scripture, and he
quoted them in various circumstances, drawing enlightenment from them to do
good”(Bulletin, 1928, page 50). Father Santoro remembers that one day he made
a remark, and the Father quoted many biblical sentences about the topic of his
remark. Our students of Oria, at the beginning of the theological study, were
exhorted to study and meditate upon the Holy Scripture, the chief fountain of
theology.
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On the Silver anniversary of the Pious Institution, the Father wrote an
Epithalamium of the Celestial Love of God in the Sacrament with his Elects, a
sacred play which wonderfully applied the Song of Songs to the pious institution.

While visiting the houses of the institute, he often gathered the sisters to read
the Holy Scripture, especially in the winter evenings. From the Old Testament,
he liked best the patriarchs' lives. From the New Testament, the Gospel. Usually,
he commented upon them properly.

| remember the first time | listened to him speaking of the Bible.

| had been in Oria a few days. It was a hot afternoon in August when the
Father went to the grove to meet us. We rushed around him with an inquiring eye
at the big book he was carrying under his arm. “Do you want to know this book?
“He asked kindly. “It is the Sacred Scripture, the word of God... “We sat down
on the ground, beneath the shadow of the pine trees. Resting upon the rock, he
read and commented on a passage from the prophet Jeremiah. The following
sentence remained fixed in my mind, “It is good for a man to bear the yoke from
youth onwards “(Lam. 3, 27). He stretched out his hand, seized a piece of wood,
and put it on his neck to mimic the oxen's yoke.

Father Drago recalls that when he was a youth, while reading the Bible he
met the Father, who asked him what he had read and understood. The Father
listened to him, expressed his satisfaction, and promised to give him a better
edition. He kept his word by giving him an illustrated Bible in hard cover. Some
time later, the Father asked him where he had arrived in the reading of the Bible.
To his amazement, he was told that Father Vitale had taken away the book.
Handling the subject with Father Vitale, who upheld the principle that the youth
at his age would have understood nothing, the Father closed the little dispute by
saying that the Holy Scripture is bread for everyone. The book was given back to
the reader.

The Father demanded greatest respect for the Bible, and he never let the
people quote its inspired words for profane use, nor for inappropriate meaning,
nor by levity. When someone of us ventured to quote a biblical sentence by joke
in his presence, the Father called him to order by saying that the Holy Scripture
must be used seriously and devoutly.
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7. His preaching

Reading the Father's preaching, we realize that he is breathing deeply the air
of his faith from the Scripture. Still a youth, the Father manifested his ideas about
preaching in an article on The Catholic Word (January 2, 1978).

It is our hope that many are the persons convinced about the real value of the
gospel preachers. Please reject the vain boasting of the entangled scholasticism
and of the nebulous philosophy. When a parable of the gospel is explained well,
it is worthier than all redundant declamations. The Christian morals are so rich
that you can always draw from them successfully with a little work.

After touching upon the great preachers of the Christian eloquence, he
concludes,

Please accustom vyourselves to these models. Draw sound theological
doctrine from the Bible, the Fathers, and the Gospel. Plan the contents of your
preaching, beautify and make them pleasant. Cope with the ministry of the divine
word with pure intention, contrition of heart, order, clarity, opportunity, sobriety
of decoration, and you will improve souls! We must keep in mind that we must
preach Jesus Christ crucified, not ourselves! (S.C. Vol. 1, page 22).

The Father preached this way. He gave himself to this mission from his very
youth, preaching in the churches of the city and of the villages with warm,
vibrant, charming voice. Even though not very strong, his voice was piercing,
almost cutting, and penetrating to the hearers like a blade. His measured and
expressive gestures along with the fire of his heart made the people remember his
preaching. Besides his sacred speeches, we have many of his funeral orations,
some of which marked an epoch in Messing, such as those on Canon Ardoino,
Ludwig Windhorst, Cardinal Guarino, and Pope Leo XIII. He believed
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strongly in the word of God, and spread it generously in his communities. As
long as he was able to celebrate mass for the communities, he announced every
day the intentions of the mass and remembered the mystery or the saint of the
day along with his virtues and works. On holidays, he had the colloquy before
Communion; after Communion, the homily. To spread the seed of God's word he
made use of novenas, triduos, retreats, monthly devotions, etc:

Out of respect for this word, he never spoke extempore to any audience,
except in. unforeseen cases; and yet, he was a fluent, trained speaker. Many
outlines of his preaching pertain to just a few children or very modest sisters.
One of his resolves was:

“Before preaching, | will prepare my sermon and will pray to the Most
High to give success to the divine word. | will also make a special invocation to
the most holy Virgin of Good Counsel and to my guardian angel. “Zealous for
being very clear, he wrote: “Even though | may sometimes use a higher style due
to the supernatural themes | treat, nonetheless | must be very clear so that
everyone, even children, uncouth and ignorant people may understand the spirit
of my preaching even when they cannot understand some words “(Vol. 44, page
133).

In 1887, he presents a petition to the Lord, asking for 69 favors. At the
number 17 he implores “the gift of proclaiming the divine word worthily for the
edification of souls “(Vol. 4, page 14). In the midst of his writings we find two
prayers for the preachers. One of the prayers has been drawn out of the Acts of
the Apostles (4, 4-30), where the faithful implore from the Lord the grace to
proclaim his word with certainty. The other one is conceived by the Father. We
quote some passages,

Please give me the grace to cope with the ministry of the word, which has
been entrusted to me, an ignorant weak man... Because | need enlightenment, |
shiver for my inability when | have to teach the faithful. However, | undertake
this sublime apostolate for the sake of your name and by virtue of holy
obedience... May your grace strengthen me so that the divine word be free from
my selfishness, human respects, my foolishness, and | proclaim you, the
crucified, not me... Give me the apostolic word, which overthrows the people
without vilifying them, triumphs without making violence, kills sin, but saves
sinners. O Lord, give me the holy science, the understanding of the Scripture,
which surpasses worldly study. See to it that | proclaim the divine word to your
people in such a way that while children feed on it, the great receive at their fill;
and while | speak to the learned persons, the ignorant too understand... VVol. 6,
page 36).
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To conclude this topic, we quote another prayer for the ecclesiastical
science:

Give me the celestial wisdom, the science of the saints and of the
ecclesiastical discipline... Grant me enlightenment, graces, and opportunities to
achieve the knowledge necessary to my priestly ministry so that | worthily
administer the holy sacraments and the divine word without prejudice to the
interests of your divine Heart and to souls. Jesus Repairer, repair my past life.
For the sake of your pure charity, grant me good will, understanding, and
opportunity to achieve what | am asking of you, what | need, and above all, what
you want. Amen (Vol. 6, page 142).

How did the Father judge his own preaching? We quote from the funeral
oration he made for himself. “His preaching had its ups and downs. Sometimes it
was vibrant and touching. Other times it was trivial! He himself said that the
results of his preaching were two: some yawned and others cried “(S.C. 6, page
241).

We know that his wi